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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK... 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
It seems almost impossible that this is my very last newsletter to you all. When I was asked to come 
to Rodgers it was to be for one year and then back to special education. The best laid plans…. 
I have always known that despite the paths life takes there is always a reason to be where I am at 
any given time. When I came to Rodgers I didn’t understand what wonderful things were in store for 
me.  There were trials to be sure but the rewards have far outweighed the dips and turns that at 
times seem to take me off course. 
 
I have met the most wonderful parents.  And kids….wow! The kids here are something pretty 
special. Have you seen our scores? Have you seen what kinds of charities we have supported?  
That’s the kids and the staff. So what have I learned? 
 

The most important part of school is building relationships. 
That we all learn by our mistakes not our triumphs. 
That what makes a good school great is the bond between the parents and the school. 
That change is awful and wonderful all at the same time. 
That kindness is always returned in kind. 
Being honest has a price but it also frees you. 
You can’t make people come to you. You have to meet them where they are. 
People are flawed. Kids are flawed, Families are flawed. Love them anyway. 
Everybody in school right down to the staff is someone’s child and the most important person 
in someone else’s life. 
On any given day nobody makes a decision to be a bad kid, bad teacher, or a bad parent. 
When we know better we do better. Education is the key. 

 
You have an amazing school, with great things happening every day. Celebrate the tiny miracles. 
Revel in the successes you have made. Hold each other up in your failures. Together we do make a 
difference. 
 
Fondly, 
Marty 
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New Principal 
Rodgers should have a new principal by mid May. Initial interviews will take place on April 29th with 
a final interview being held with Mr. Loria by the second week of May.  I know that the new 
principal will receive a Rodgers warm welcome when he or she comes on board. Thanks in advance 
for your support of our newest family member.  

 
 

Coming UP 
The end of the year is jam packed with tons of fun activities at every grade level. It’s going to 
present some challenges to keep our kids focused on school. With it being light a little longer and 
the lure of sports and outdoor fun, it’s easy to lose track of homework and bedtimes. Please 
remember that we need to stay focused just a little longer. Try and hang on. 

 
 

Kindergarten Orientation 
Kindergarten Orientation will be held in August 2011. At that time we will be able to tell you the 
name of your kindergarten teacher. We are purposely waiting to make sure that all of our parents 
are registered and receive notice to attend this important opening meeting. 
 
 

Award Assemblies 
As always the end of the year grade level award assemblies will be coming up in June. The times 
and dates will be finalized in the coming weeks and you will receive notice through your child’s 
teacher. If you can please plan on attending these festivities as the kids and the staff like to make it 
special and meaningful for all of the kids. 
 

Field Day 
Filed Day will take place on Thursday, May 26 (weather permitting) on the playground. Our PTC has 
joined forces again with Mr. B to make this day full of fun activities and picnic type food for our kids. 
We still can use parent volunteers on this day. If you are interested please let us know in the office. 
 
 

Backpacks 
Please remember that backpacks should not be brought to school on the last day of school. 
Students will have an opportunity to clean out lockers and personal items from their desks prior to 
the last day. Backpacks can become good hiding places for shaving cream and other items that may 
be used to terrorize younger kids. Shaving Cream, squirt bottles or any substance that could or is 
intended to be used to decorate another person is strictly prohibited. Parents, help us by reinforcing 
that rule and checking your child’s belongings when they leave home. 
 

Positive Behavior Support 
After one full year of having the positive behavior support initiative in place, we can officially say 
what a success! Thank you Cindy Sam and her team of exceptional teachers who worked each 
month to plan and carry out special reward activities for kids. Far fewer kids needed to be seen in 
the main office this year and virtually almost no child was ever sent to the office from the 
classroom. Classroom teachers have used positive reward techniques in the classroom to encourage 
and support good classroom behavior. I AM PROUD OF THIS TEAM AND OF COURSE OUR KIDS. 
Thanks for your support. 
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Bikes, Skateboards and Rib Sticks 
Bikes, skateboards and rib sticks may be walked onto school grounds by students. Students are 
reminded that they are not to ride such items while on the grounds as there are many small children 
and adults who may not be able to avoid a collision with such a vehicle. 
 
 

Lunch Procedures 
The three lunch rotation has helped us tremendously this year. With less kids trying to get through 
the lunch line and less kids to manage on the playground we have decreased our student behavior 
concerns and parent lunch complaints dramatically.  On occasion we have run out of one lunch 
choice or another. It appears that some of our customers make last minute changes in their 
selection once they get to the lunchroom.  We are trying to find a way to solve that problem so that 
no one loses out on the choice they have made. 
 

SCS Library 
Every summer, children of all ages participate in the Summer Reading Club at the St. Clair Shores 
Library. It is a free, fun-filled program held during June and July that provides stories, crafts, 
entertainment, songs, games and prizes for both readers and pre-readers. Register at the library to 
receive your reading log, and then take home library books to read for a chance to win wonderful 
prizes! Drop by the Youth Services Department in May to pick up a schedule of events. 
 
 

Schools of Choice 
Lake Shore Schools is continuing to accept schools of choice students. If you have friends and/or 
relatives looking for a family friendly atmosphere where excellence is always demonstrated, then 
please consider referring them to Lake Shore Schools. They may stop in any school building or the 
Lake Shore Administrative Center to pick up an application.  For more information please call the 
Office of Educational Services and ask to speak with Ms. Gloria Peruski @ 285-8462. 
 
 

Rodgers PTC 
Thanks a ton to the Rodgers PTC who did so much this year for our kids and school. Donna Fell as 
president has been just awesome to work with. I also want to thank Carla Cavazos, Diana 
DeCoopman, Chris Vasilko, Susan Kohl and Karlene Czachorowski .Without the PTC and its army of 
volunteers, Rodgers kids would not have field trips, books during reading month, field day, movie 
nights, game nights, ice cream socials and a host of other events.  Thank you, thank you, thank 
YOU!!! 
 

School Board Meetings 
As times get tough, relative to school funding, it is more important than ever that community 
members (in particular parents) get involved and get information about current school financial 
concerns, curriculum and other school matters. A great way to do that is by attending board 
meetings and getting information. You can also get your questions answered and give opinions. We 
need the community and the school to work together as we navigate these uncertain times.  Please 
consider attending a board meeting.  Board meetings are held the last Monday of the month at 7:30 
pm. 
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Medication Information 
If any child is to be taking any sort of medication, there is a form that is required to be filled out by 
the parent. It must also be signed by the physician prior to the medication being administered.  
Students are not allowed to transport any sort of medication to school. This includes over the 
counter medication as well as inhalers. This is for the safety of the other students. All medication 
must be counted in and signed in by a parent. If you have any questions regarding any of the 
above, please contact the main office at 285-8600. 
 
 

MEAP 
Our kids continue to do very well on MEAP. As the enclosed chart indicates we have continued to 
improve each year and we once again have exceeded both state and county averages. Be proud of 
your kids. We certainly are! Everyone at Rodgers including both the teachers and the support staff 
have worked hard to ensure the success of every student.  Yes we can still improve but we are 
proud of what we have done and hope you are too! 
 
 

   
Rodgers 

County 
Average 

State  
Average 

Reading       

Grade 3 90 88 87 

Grade 4 86 88 84 

Grade 5 91 86 85 

Math       

Grade 3 95 96 95 

Grade 4 91 92 91 

Grade 5 88 81 80 

Writing       

Grade 4 59 50 47 

Science       

Grade 5 83 79 78 
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For your convenience we have listed below the staff phone extensions and e-mail addresses. 

Agrusa, Cheryl  8605 cagrusa@lsps.org 
Atkins, Renee  8646 ratkins@lsps.org 
Baalaer, Ed  8626 ebaalaer@lsps.org 
Barnett, Debbie  8670 dbarnett@lsps.org 
Carroll, Erin  8614 ecarroll@lsps.org 
Cichocki, Doreen  8619 dcichocki@lsps.org 
DiCosmo, Amy  8660 adicosmo@lsps.org 
Dzurisin, Holly  8666 hdzurisin@lsps.org 
Filie, Tish  8659 tfilie@lsps.org 
Franckowiak, Lynne 8649 lmoore@lsps.org 
Frendo, Dennis  8610 dfrendo@lsps.org 
Gettleson, Amy  8606 agettleson@lsps.org 
Gillich, Neal  8661 ngillich@lsps.org 
Gonzales, Lora  8617 lgonzales@lsps.org 
Heier, Nathan  8668 nheier@lsps.org 
Herbon, Kelly  8662 kherbon@lsps.org 
Hermon, Amy  8608 ahermon@lsps.org 
Herr, Kelli  8647 kherr@lsps.org  
Intervention Spec. 8625 
Keeble, Nicole  8646 nkeeble@lsps.org 
Kelly, Ann  8632 akelly@lsps.org 
KITCHEN  8629 
Kliebert, Marty  8600 mkliebert@lsps.org 
Kling, Carla  8665 ckling@lsps.org 
Kraus, Kristi  8660 kkraus@lsps.org 
Landa, Jennifer  8662 jlanda@lsps.org 
LaPorte, Kathy  8621 klaporte@lsps.org 
Lathrop, Meredith 8634 mlathrop@lsps.org 
 

Leszczynski, Cheri 8635 cleszczynski@lsps.org 
Lubera, Katie  8632 klubera@lsps.org 
McGuire, Mary Jo 8645 mmcguire@lsps.org 
Mitschang, Brian 8628 bmitschang@lsps.org 
Moore, Beth  8637 bmoore@lsps.org 
Morehead, Karen 8657 kmorehead@lsps.org 
Nicholl, Robyn  8667 rnicholl@lsps.org 
Phillips, Paula  8930 pphillips@lsps.org 
Piebiak, Laura  8622 lpiebiak@lsps.org 
Pillars, Julie  8631 jpillars@lsps.org 
PRE-SCHOOL  8619  
PTO   8603 rodgerspto@lsps.org 
Quinlan, April  8643 aquinlan@lsps.org 
Quinlan, Patrick  8650 pquinlan@lsps.org 
Rancilio, Anne  8638 arancilio@lsps.org 
Reed, Suzanne  8630 sreed@lsps.org 
Rouvalis, Pati  8653 prouvalis@lsps.org 
Ryan, Mistie  8636 mryan@lsps.org 
Sabelhaus, Julie 8671 jsabelhaus@lsps.org 
SACC/Kinderday 8618    
Sam, Cindy  8669 csam@lsps.org 
Semack, Carly  8644 csemack@lsps.org 
Semanco, Missy 8657 csemanco@lsps.org 
Shuman, Angela 8610 ashuman@lsps.org 
Smigiel, Sandra  8657 ssmigiel@lsps.org 
Warunek, Courtney 8663 cwarunek@lsps.org 
Wischmeyer, Bernadette8658 bwischmeyer@lsps.org 
Wood, Emily  8633 ewood@lsps.org 
 

** ATTENDANCE ** 
Attendance is verified in the office.  If your child will not be in school due to an illness, doctor  
appointment or you are going on vacation, please advise the main office of your student’s absence 
as well as the teacher. Many times students are away and the main office does not know about the 
absence. This will help us make sure that students are safe and accounted for. We will call if you 
have not called in. Please remember that a doctor’s note is the only thing that will excuse 
an absence. 
Please make sure your child is on time for school. Remember that school begins at 8:15 am. When 
students reach 10 tardies or absences a report has to be filed with the MISD Attendance Office.  

ATTENDANCE LINE:  586-285-8602 
Available 24/7 
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 CITIZENS OF THE MONTH 

APRIL 2011 
 

 
KINDERGARTEN 

Ms.Lathrop – Joseph Koehler, Trevor Udell 
Mrs. Pillars – Leonardo Greene, Reijah Taylor 
Mrs. Reed – Marco Cavazos, Dawson Peltier 

Mrs. Wood -  Samantha Dupure, Joaquin Sibug 
 

FIRST GRADE 
Mrs. Quinlan – Cody Billo, Kevin Dudek, Astou Fall  

Mrs. Rancilio -  Tayah Herr, Shane Lynott 
Mrs. Semack – Patience Adams, Michael Splane 

 
SECOND GRADE 

Mrs. Leszczynski – Paige Schachermeyer, Drake Warehall 
Mrs. Moore – Caroline Kitchen, Genevieve Stegman 

Ms. Ryan – Jacquelyn Drumb, Kylee Kubic 
 

THIRD GRADE    
Mrs. Barnett – Thomas Maxwell, Hailey Shoemake 

Mrs.  Dzurisin – Jayla Hill, Teija Michalowicz 
Mrs. Nicholl – Nola Beels, Nathan Schweitzer 

 
FOURTH GRADE 

Mr. Heier – Gabrielle Kelel, Andrew Wojciechowski 
Mrs. McGuire – Vanessa Lewis, Hannah Udell 
Mrs. Sam -  Amberly Haba, Daniel MacLean 

 
FIFTH GRADE 

Mrs. DiCosmo/Kraus – Ewan Dombrowski, Evan Kramer 
Mrs. Filie -  Miranda Krolewski, Zachary Marshall 

Mr. Gillich – Brandon O’Melia, Anna Shewell 
 

ECSE PROGRAM 
Ms. Keeble AM – Devin Hogan 

Mr. Quinlan AM – Landon DeLong 
Mr. Quinlan PM -  Tyler Kretchman 

 
CI – LOWER & UPPER 

Mrs. Rouvalis – Christian Houlihan 
 

AUTISTIC PROGRAM 
Mrs. Dina -  Elizabeth Kidwell 

Mrs. Holmes -  Joshua Reisner  
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

2 

 

 

 

KMS Band 

for 5th Grade 

3 

 

 

 

5th Grade 

Class Pictures 

4 5 6    
KMS 5th grade 

        Orientation AM 
 

New Student 
Tea & Tour 10 am 

 
Pillars Spirit Day 

 
Talent Show 

6:00 pm 

9 

 

 

 

KDG Motherôs Day 

Tea  2:15 pm 

10      Market Day   
             Pickup 
 

PTC Meeting 

7:00 pm 

 

PreSchool Reg. Fair 

4:00-6:00 pm 

11   Early Release 

1:54 pm 

 

Spring Concert 

7:00 pm 

 

3rd Grade on  

Lansing Trip 

12 

 

 

Learning Fair/ 

Ice Cream Social 

6:00-7:30 pm 

 

13 

 

 

H.S. ChoirðPM 

 

Gillich Spirit Day 

16 

 

 

 

 

17 18 

 

 

 

2nd Grade at 

Greenfield Village 

19 

 

 

 

Citizen of Month 

Pictures 

20 

23 

 

 

Safety Patrol &  

Student Council at 

Metro Beach 

24 

 

 

 

4th Grade on 

Clinton River Trip 

25 

 

 

 

Early Release 

1:54 pm 

26 

 

 

 

RODGERS 

FIELD DAY 

27 

30 

 

 

Memorial Day 

NO SCHOOL 

31 

 

KDG at Upland 

Hills Farm 

 

Citizen of Month 

Lunch 

   

May 2011 
Rodgers Elementary 
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

  1 

 

 

 

ñWigs 4 Kidsò 

2:00  pm 

2 

 

 

5th Grade 

Diamond Jack 

Boat Trip 

3 

 

 

 

KDG Donuts  

for Dads 2:15 pm 

6 

 

 

 

KDG Awards 

1:50 pm 

7 

 

 

 

Market Day 

Pick up 

8 

 

1st Grade Awards 

9:30 am 

 

2nd Grade Awards 

1:30 pm 

9      1st Grade 
          Zoo Trip 
 

3rd Grade Awards 

9:30 am 

 

4th Grade Awards 

1:30 pm 

10 

 

Last Day of School 

1/2 Day 11:25 am 

 

5th Grade Awards 

10:00 am 

13 14 15 16 17 

20 21 22 23 24 

27 28 29 30  

June 2011 
Rodgers Elementary 


