
December 2011 /  Januar y 2012 

FROM MR.  LEWIS .  .  . 

Please 

make a 

note of 

these dates:  

IMPORTANT PHONE 

NUMBERS . . . 

Attendance 285-8502 

Office 285-8500 

Fax 285-8504 

SACC 285-8519 

PTO 285-8503 

Kitchen 285-8544 

  

  

MASONIC CONNECTION  

December 1 & 2 
1/2 DayñDismissal 11:05 a.m. 

 

December 14 
Early Releaseñ1:34 p.m. 

 

December 22 
1/2 Dayñ11:05 a.m. 

 
Dec. 23ñJan. 3 

NO SCHOOL  
 

January 4 
School Begins 

 

January 11 
Early Releaseñ1:34 p.m. 

 
January 25 

Early Releaseñ1:34 p.m. 

 
 

www.lakeshoreschools.org  

Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held on December 1st and 2nd.  Formal 
conferences are schedule twice a year, once in December and once in 
March. However, we encourage regular communication with your childôs 
teacher anytime you have a question or concern.  During the 15 minute con-
ference teachers may discuss academic performance, strengths and areas 
for growth, work habits, social interactions with other children and adults, 
work samples and assessment data.  Below are some questions that you 
might want to ask the teacher:  

¶ Is my child working up to his ability? 
¶ Is there anything we can do at home to reinforce the skills that you're 

working on in the classroom?  
¶ How much time should my child be spending on her homework 
¶ What is my child like in class? 
¶ What is my child's learning style? 
¶ How does my child interact with the other kids? 
¶ What skills will my child be expected to master this year in key     

subjects like math, language arts, science and social studies?  
¶ What assessments will be administered this year? 

 
As winter approaches it is time once again to send your child to school with 
coats, gloves and hats.  Although it is colder, as long as proper apparel is 
worn, it is healthy for students to get outdoors and enjoy the crisp air and 
sunshine. Teachers agree that students perform best at school when they 
have an opportunity for vigorous outdoor play, so we try to get them out 
whenever possible.  Generally if the temperature/wind chill is above 10 de-
grees recess will be outside.  Please be assured that if the weather is dan-
gerously cold students will be kept inside during recess. Otherwise, if there is 
no danger of frostbite or the risk of the weather being detrimental to our stu-
dents, outdoor recess is part of the school day. If a student is too ill to go out-
side for recess, that child should most likely not be in school until he or she 
has recovered. Of course, students will be kept inside if there is a specific 
medical reason but a doctorôs note is required  excusing them from outdoor 
recess. The doctorôs excuse note must be specific and include the length of 
time that the student may not go outdoors.  
 
I appreciate the opportunity to work with your children on a daily basis. 
Thanks to all our parents, students and staff for continuing to help make Ma-
sonic Heights a great place to be. 
 
Wishing you and your family and safe and happy Christmas season,   
 
George Lewis 
Principal 



òThere are no free lunches.ó 

Well, actually there are IF you 

fill out the Free/Reduced 

Lunch Application form and 

you are qualified. Otherwise, 

breakfast costs $1.35, lunch 

costs $2.45 and milk is 40 

cents.  

You can send in cash or a 

check made payable to Lake 

Shore Public Schools. This 

money will be applied to your 

studentõs account. Each stu-

dent has a òdebit cardó that is 

scanned whenever they pur-

chase lunch. So you can put 

as much money as you think 

necessary for a week, a 

month or the entire year in 

your studentõs account.  

Eventually money will be able 

to be added to your account 

on line. We understand that 

this may be possible by the 

end of October. For now, 

please send your cash or 

check in an envelope with 

your studentõs first and last 

name clearly marked. This 

envelope is turned in to the 

teacher; it then goes to the 

office where it is picked up by 

Food Service personnel. They 

credit your studentõs account 

on the computer. When the 

on line service is up and run-

ning, you will be able to check 

your studentõs account to see 

how much money is left.  

If you applied for Free/

Reduced lunch, you will re-

ceive a letter of approval in 

the mail. Until you receive 

approval, you must pay the 

regular price for breakfast 

and/or lunch. 

We understand how impor-

tant lunch is to the growing 

bodies and minds of our stu-

dents. No student goes hun-

gry if we can help it! There is a 

second choice every day. See 

the monthly lunch menu for 

daily lunches and second 

choice.  

Lunch at Masonic: The most 

important meal of the day!  

participate in PLCôs on a consis-
tent basis, rather than on scat-
tered dates throughout the year. 
Working together to build 
shared knowledge is the best 
way to achieve goals and meet 
the needs of students.  

We want to be good stewards of 
the time, so the focus of PLCôs 
is results.  Each team is to de-
velop and pursue measurable 
improvement goals that are 
aligned to school and district 
goals for learning. Assessments 
are administered to students 
multiple times throughout the 
year to gather ongoing evidence 

Many parents have asked about 
what will be happening on 
Wednesday afternoons when 
the students are released early.  

Lake Shore teachers are partici-
pating in Professional Learning 
Communities (PLCôs) during 
studentsô early-release time. 
This form of professional devel-
opment allows teachers the time 
to study student achievement 
data, collaborate to research 
best-practice teaching strate-
gies, and work together to cre-
ate interventions for struggling 
students.  

The schedule allows teachers to 

of student learning. They examine 
the results to discover strengths 
and weaknesses in their individ-
ual teaching in order to learn from 
one another. 

The assessments are also used 
to identify students who need 
additional time and support for 
learning. As a result, your student 
may begin working with students 
from other classrooms during the 
week. In making small groups, we 
give kids an opportunity to prac-
tice skills they need help on. 
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L U N C H  A N D  RE C E S S T I M E S .  .  . 

LUNCH  MONEY  PROCEDURE .  .  . 

E A R L Y RE L E A S E D AY S .  .  . 

LUNCH C 

Kindergarten and 5th Grade 

Lunch 

11:50 a.m.ñ12:15 p.m. 

Recess 

12:15 p.m.ñ12:35 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will take the children out-

doors for recess whenever 

possible. The fresh air and 

the opportunity to stretch and 

run, help children stay alert 

and feel renewed. Generally, 

if the temperature/wind chill 

is above 10 degrees, recess 

will be outside. We try to use 

good common sense, based 

on all of the conditions.  

Please dress children appro-

priately for outside play. 

LUNCH AñGrades 1 and 4 

Lunch 

11 a.m.ñ11:25 a.m. 

Recess 

11:25 a.m.ñ11:45 a.m. 

 

LUNCH BñGrades 2 and 3 

Lunch 

11:25 a.m.ñ11:50 a.m. 

Recess 

11:50 a.m.ñ12:10 p.m. 

 

òMaking our 

Mark in the World . . . 

One Child 

at a Timeó 

Volume 1, Issue 2 2011ñ2012  

LUNCH . . . $2.45  

MILK . . . 40 Cents  

 

BREAKFAST . . .$1.35  



Masonic Connect ion 

Roses are red 

Violets are blue 

I feel sick 

How about you? 

  

Whenever your child is absent 

for any reason, we ask that 

you call our 24-hour atten-

dance line to report his/her 

absence. This is done for the 

safety of your child. All ab-

sences must be verified. 

 

 

 

Attendance 

Line  

586-285-8502 
 

 

If your child has seen the 

doctor for an illness, please 

bring in a doctorõs note. All 

absences are considered 

unexcused by the Macomb 

County Attendance Office for 

cases of truancy unless a 

doctorõs note is provided. So 

be sure to bring in a doctorõs 

note each time you see the 

doctor. Unexcused absences 

are not a problem unless the 

absences become excessive 

(20 or more in one year). 

Whenever your child arrives 

late to school, please have 

him/her stop in the office to 

receive a tardy pass. Prompt-

ness and consistent atten-

dance are very important to 

your childõs success in school. 
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CU L V E RõS A N D  H U N G RY H OW I E  N I G H T S .  .  . 

ATTENDANCE  .  .  . 

 

Please help us raise money 

for our school by attending 

our special Culverõs and    

Hungry Howieõs nights.  A 

percentage of the sales are 

donated back to Masonic 

Heights from these two gener-

ous neighborhood busi-

nesses. We thank them and 

urge you to patronize them 

throughout the year. Please 

watch the calendar as to 

when our special nights are 

scheduled.  See you there! 

 

Our crossing guard at 

Masonic & Harper 

is on duty from 

7:30 a.m.ñ7:50 a.m. 

and after school from 

3 p.m.ñ3:20 p.m. 

All kindergarten and first grade 

students must have a bus tag 

filled out and pinned to their 

backpack.  If you lose yours, 

please contact the office for a 

new one.   

If there is a special occasion 

when your child is getting off the 

bus at a different bus stop, you 

are asked to write a note.  The 

student is to show their teacher 

and also bring the note to the 

office to have it signed.  They 

show this signed note to the bus 

driver when they get on the bus 

after school.  If you have any 

questions about bus procedure, 

please do not hesitate to speak 

with your bus driver. 

St Clair Shores Police  
COPS FOR KIDS  

TOY DRIVE  
Our local Cops for Kids program is asking for  

donations of new toys to help out Santa.  
Toys should be new and unwrapped.  

Donations may be dropped off in the box by the office.  
All donations will be passed out to St Clair Shores residents  

by St Clair Shores Police  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The health department 

requires an attending 

physicianõs authoriza-

tion for the dispensing 

of all medications. 

 

This applies to both pre-

scribed and over-the-

counter medications. 

This includes aspirin, 

antacids, creams, etc. 

 

We have no control of 

the Health Departmentõs 

regulations and must 

abide by them.  

If your child needs any 

type of medication while 

at school, please stop in 

our office for the form to 

take to your physician. 

You are, of course, wel-

come to come by school 

and administer medi-

cine to your own child 

anytime during the 

school day.  Come to the 

office, and your child will 

be called down to see 

you. 

 

Student Council spon-

sored a school wide 

Thanksgiving drive. Each 

classroom collected dry 

and canned food items 

that could be used for a 

traditional Thanksgiving 

dinner.  Kiwanis Club 

distributed the food 

boxes to local families. 

Student Council contin-

ued to reach out to the 

community by making 

Christmas decorations 

Student Council has had 

a good start. The class-

room representatives 

and alternates elected 

officers. Congratulations 

are extended to: 

 President 

Ashley Vredenburg,  

Vice President 

Jillian Jankowski 

Secretary 

Aidan Osman  

Treasurer 

Brooke Mechlowitz 

for our local seniors at 

Shore Pointe Assistive 

Living in St. Clair Shores.  

There will be a Bake Sale 

during Parent-Teacher 

Conferences to support 

Student Councilõs school 

projects and activities. 

Please stop by the Café to 

pick up a small treat for 

your family, child and/or 

yourself. 

Have a wonderful holiday! 
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H E A LT H Y  K I D S  /  H A P P Y K I D S  

MEDICATION  AT  SCHOOL .  .  . 

FR O M ST U D E N T  CO U N C I L  .  .  . 

It is true that apples 

are good for you.  

Did you know that 

an apple will help 

you remember 

things?!  

 

 

Check it out for your-

self before your next 

test in school.  

 
 

Who said òAn apple 

a day keeps the doc-

tor awayó? Is it true?  

 

òAn apple a day 

keeps the doctor 

awayó came from a 

very old nursery 

rhyme.  

Volume 1, Issue 2 

Weõre on the web! 

www.lakeshoreschools.org 

Eat an Apple!  
 



Masonic Connect ion 

Mrs. Hoover ð Michael Backers 

Mrs. Ottinger ð Adelia Nasir 

Mrs. Reno ð Kimberly Marks 

Mrs. ZelinskiñAmina Chambliss 

Mrs. Culloty ð Conner Koch 

Mrs. Plumer ð Ian Thompson 

Ms. Russell ð Kyle Werden 

Mrs. Srodawa ð Devyn Sulton 

Ms. Glenn ð Connor Essary 

Mrs. Szymczak ð Emily Tolcer 

Mrs. Wiseman ð Angeline Ameloot 

Mrs. Gaigalas ð Madison Cook 

Mrs. Knopf ð Jason Wilson 

Mrs. Peacock ð Tyler Gerbasi 

Mr. GardinerñAidan Osman 

Mrs. Spriet ð NatalieManor 

Mrs. Szymanski ðDonald Mitchell  

Mrs. Crippen ð Devon Dembeck 

Mrs. Fincham ð Cole Stascuk 

Mrs. Nardoni ð Brandon Tatters 

Ms. BailerñNina Hunt 
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RES P ON SI B LE CI T IZE NS  
N OVEMB E R,  2011 C 

O 
N  
G 
R  
A 
T  
U  
L  
A 
T  
I  
O  
N  
S 

PERSONAL BEST 
N OVEMBER,  2011 

Mrs. Hoover ð Riley Lane 

Mrs. Ottinger ð Gabriel Johnson 

Mrs. Reno ð Ethanael Morrish 

Mrs. ZelinskiñMya Aegerter 

Mrs. Culloty ð Madison Helsel 

Mrs. Plumer ð Cadence White 

Ms. Russell ð Ian Spriet 

Mrs. Srodawa ðJasmine Cribbs 

Ms. Glenn ðAdriann Seal 

Mrs. Szymczak ð Ashton Bledsoe 

Mrs. Wiseman ð Alyssa Fetting 

Mrs. Gaigalas ð William Bezel 

Mrs. Knopf ð Emma Herbon 

Mrs. Peacock ð Sarah Tenes 

Mr. GardinerñMarisa Mercurio 

Mrs. Spriet ð Jakob Tasy 

Mrs. Szymanski ð Alexia Kefallinos 

Mrs. Crippen ð Gabrielle Hofmann 

Mrs. Fincham ð Ashley Vredenburg 

Mrs. Nardoni ðMargaret Haudek  

Ms. BailerñRiley McCarthy 
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K INDERGARTEN  .  .  . 

Volume 1, Issue 2 

Mrs. Hoover 

Room 2 

choover@lsps.org 

586-285-8512 

 

Mrs. Ottinger 

Room 7 

mottinger@lsps.org 

586-285-8525 

 

Mrs. Reno 

Room 5 

treno@lsps.org 

586-285-8523 

 

Mrs. Zelinski 

Room 4 

nzelinski@lsps.org 

586-285-8522 
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FIRST GRADE 

Mrs. Culloty 

Room 9 

kculloty@lsps.org 

586-285-8527 

 

Mrs. Russell 

Room 13 

lrussell@lsps.org 

586-285-8530 

 

Mrs. Plumer 

Room 3 

jplumer@lsps.org 

586-285-8521 

 

Mrs. Srodawa 

Room 8 

ssrodawa@lsps.org 

586-285-8526 

 

 

 

  
 

November flew by so quickly! First Graders enjoyed cooking a 
tasty treat to share and bringing it to our annual Manners 
Meal.  (Thanks for all the donations and help.)  

 

December is here and we are looking forward to speaking 
with all of you at conferences. Please make sure to make a 
stop by the Book Fair and Student Council bake sale. 

 

The Reading Magic Wizard (Mr. Loriaôs ñtwin brotherò) visited 
us during our final Reading Magic celebration.  He was quite 
impressed that we can all say our ABCôs backwards !   Writ-
ing Magic has started and weôre busy developing excellent 
sentences and good handwriting. We started our second 
reading book and Skills Groups will follow soon. Thanks for 
your continued home support with take home books and vo-
cabulary word cards. Please remember that the vocabulary 
for each book builds on previously learned words. So keep 
practicing with your word cardsJ  

 

As the New Year begins and the mercury falls, we will start 
Penguin themed activities. We will send home a special Pen-
guin Homework project to keep us busy as we are learn 
many interesting facts about these Southern Hemisphere 
birds!!!  

 

Cold weather has arrived. Please make sure your child is 
dressed appropriately for the weather as we do go outside 
for recess. Hats, gloves and mittens are needed daily to fend 
off the January chill!  

 

Happy Holidays!  
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Ms. Glenn   586-285-8529   rglenn@lsps.org 

Mrs. Szymczak  586-285-8528   tszymczak@lsps.org 

Mrs. Wiseman  586-285-8524   kwiseman@lsps.org 

Please feel free to 

contact your childõs 

teacher with any 

questions or  

concerns. 

                 Second Grade News                       

 

December will be a fun but busy month for us.  The PTO is sponsoring a 

Santa Sale the week of the 12 th . The students will celebrate the holidays with 

a party in their classrooms on Thursday, December 22 nd. We hope everyone  

enjoys their break from December 23 rd  through January 3 rd ! 

We begin the second card marking in math with completing Chapters 3 

and 4 on Place Value. Chapter 14- Solid Figures is next. Students will learn the 

names of the shapes, such as spheres, cones and cubes; describe the attributes 

of solid figures; and make plane figures from solid figures. In January we will 

focus on plane figures in Chapter 15 and then fractions in Chapter 19.  

In science we will be studying water (3 states and its uses) and matter 

(substances and mixtures). Hopefully we will have some good snow to do        

experiments with!  

During the month of January we will be learning about one of Americaõs 

great leaders - Martin Luther King, Jr. We will see what Life Skills he used and 

learn about the Core Democratic Values as well.   

                                

                               Happy holidays! 

                               Ms. Glenn 

                               Mrs. Szymczak  

                               Mrs. Wiseman  
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THIRD  GRADE 

Mrs. Gaigalas 

Room 14 

cgaigalas@lsps.org 

586-285-8531 

gaigalas.weebly.com 

 

 

Mrs. Peacock 

Room 15 

dpeacock@lsps.org 

586-285-8532 

mrspeacock3.weebly.com 

 

 

Mrs. Gaigalasõ & Mrs. Peacockõs Classes 

The first trimester is over already, can you believe it?  The students have been working 

hard, and we are very much looking forward to seeing all of the parents during par-

ent/teacher conferences to discuss your childõs progress and performance in the class-

room.  We are also looking forward to many exciting events in the building during the 

month of December as we get closer to the holidays.  January will bring 

a new year with new ideas in all the subject areas.     

 

Congratulations to:  
Mrs. Gaigalasõ class: 

¶ William Bezel earned recognition for Personal Best on the Zoo Field Trip Writing.  

¶ Madison Cook earned recognition for being a Responsible Citizen.   

 

Mrs. Peacockõs class: 

¶ Sarah Tenes earned recognition for Personal Best on a Sequencing Activity.  

¶ Tyler Gerbasi earned recognition for being a Responsible Citizen.   

 

Events:  

¶ We will be building Gingerbread Houses in our classrooms on the afternoon of 

Wednesday, December 21.  More details will be provided as the dates gets closer!  

¶ Beginning in January, the students will take multiplication timed tests.  Please help 

them practice at home with flash cards and using the website multiplication.com to 

help them memorize their facts through 12x12.  

¶ Please remember to check out our teacher websites for the latest and greatest infor-

mation in our classroom.  Mrs. Gaigalasõ is: gaigalas.weebly.com and Mrs. Peacockõs is: 

mrspeacock3.weebly.com.  

 

Academics:  

¶ Math ð Complete subtraction and begin multiplication and division  

¶ Social Studies ðComplete geography with a 5 themes project and begin the history   

of Michigan  

¶ Science ðBegin animal groups, characteristics, habitats, and interaction with the     

environment  

¶ Language Arts ð Continue Daily 5, Genre Unit #3, and comprehension strategies  

¶ Writing ðWork on parts of speech, comparison writing, and SSW  

 

 

Thank you for all of your continued home support. We appreciate all you do for your chil-

dren to help make third grade a success!  

 

We wish you a safe, happy, and healthy holiday season:)  
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THIRD  GRADE 

Volume 1, Issue 2 

Mrs. Knopf 

Room 16 

eknopf@lsps.org 

586-285-8533 

 

Mrs. Knopfõs Class 

December/January Academic Outline  

Grade 3  

                                                                       

Math:    Continue regrouping and money skills, multiplication, menu math, 

Review of bar graphs and pictographs  

Science:  Ecosystems, Earth changes  

Reading: Context clues, Making predictions, Main idea  

Spelling: Sound of/aw/; Suffixes òeró and òest,ó  Final y sounds; Plural 

forms, Sounds of /oo/,Sounds of /oy/, /oi/; Suffixes òsó, òesó, òedó òingó, 

Contractions  

Social Studies : Atlas activities, Michigan geography, Early Michigan his-

tory, World geography, Landforms  

English:  Comparison paragraph writing, Review of sentences, Nouns and 

verbs in sentences, Proper and common nouns, Pronouns in sentences, 

Possessive pronouns, Using a dictionary, Thank -You notes 

Handwriting : Daily handwriting practice  

 

Responsible Citizen Award :   Jason Wilson  

Personal Best Award :  Emma Herbon (butterfly life cycle wheel)      

                                   

Congratulations to our Student Council Members :   

Mia Hahn and Nicholas Olmeda.  They are doing a great job!  

 

Parents, it is so important that you check your childõs blue 
òCommunicator Folderó and agenda book daily.  Please make 
sure your childõs homework is neat, accurate, and complete. 
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FROM THE  SPEECH ROOM  .  .  . 

Mrs. Grosfield 

Room 6-A 

mgrosfield@lsps.org 

586-285-8514 

Hearing 
It is extremely important to be aware of your childõs ability to hear. Even a mild 

hearing loss (caused by an ear infection or a permanent loss) plays a crucial 

part in education. Below you will find a chart that gives a visual representation 

of the decibel (dB) level at which we hear various sounds. You can see by the 

chart that speech sounds are in the lower dB area which means that even a 

mild loss or an ear infection would decrease the ability to hear sounds by 15-

30dB, therefore making it difficult to hear/understand in a classroom setting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you think there may be a problem with your childõs hearing please contact 

meñMrs. Grosfieldñ586-285-8514ñmgrosfield@lsps.org for a screening or a 

recommendation. 

After your parent / teacher conference,  

please go to this website  

and take a short survey about your school:  
 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MasonicSurvey  

Thank You! 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MasonicSurvey
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ing for approval before 

the trip is a òGOó.  This is 

a wonderful opportunity 

for the 4th graders.  We 

will inform families as 

soon as we have the in-

formation. Have a won-

derful Holiday Break! 

 

Happy Holidays!  Itõs that 

time of year when things 

are getting busy with 

shopping and preparing 

for holidays.  We are busy 

as well here in 4th grade.  

As the second trimester 

approaches, the 4th 

grade teachers are no 

longer accepting late 

work.  The ò4th Grade 

Late Work Policyó letter 

will be sent home to dis-

cuss the expectations for 

assignments in class and 

at home.  Please make 

sure you read through the 

letter so you understand 

your childõs responsibili-

ties.  THANKS! 

We would like to thank all 

the families for helping 

their children practice 

multiplication facts at 

home.  This is very helpful 

to your childõs success in 

4th grade mathematics 

this year.  We will begin 

our Division Unit and hav-

ing the facts memorized 

makes the process eas-

ier.  Keep up the practice! 

We have our first Field 

Trip coming up in January 

to the Henry Ford Mu-

seum.  If you are inter-

ested in chaperoning field 

trips this year, please 

make sure you have a 

CBC form filled out in the 

office that is up to date.  

We are looking forward to 

this fabulous trip! 

Thank you to all of the 

families who have re-

turned surveys in regards 

to Mackinac this year.  

We will be presenting our 

numbers to the board in 

December.  We are look-

44 T HT H   GG R A D ER A D E   NN E WSE WS   

CC L A S S R O O ML A S S R O O M   RR E M I N D E R SE M I N D E R S   

Gardiner 

¶ Please sign agendas 

daily. 

¶ Keep supporting your 

child as we move 

through 4th grade.                                        

 

 

 

 

 

Spriet 

¶ Please sign agendas 

daily. 

¶ Remember to look 

through your childõs 

work each day. 

¶ Remember Friday 

folders come home 

each week. 

¶ Any questions, please 

feel free to contact 

me. 

Szymanski 

¶ Sign and return     

Friday folders      

each week. 

¶ Sign agenda and look 

through your childõs 

daily work. 

¶ Missing work is     

indicated by white 

sticker in agendas. 

~Making Our Mark in  the Wor ld:  One Chi ld  at  a Time~ 

December-January 

TT HEHE   44 THTH   GG RADERADE   

  FF ORWARDORWARD     

Special Points  

Of Interest:  

¶ December 19thð

$25.00 deposit for 
Mackinac Trip 

¶ December 22ndï  

January3rdðHoliday 
Break 

¶ 2nd Trimester-"0" 

Missing Work Policy 
Begins 

¶ January 12thðField 

Trip to Henry Ford  
Museum 

 

Units of Study  

¶ Systemsð         

Five Themes of   
Geography/Regions 

¶ Multiplication/

Division Groups 

¶ Scientific Process 

¶ Writing Process  

¶ Daily 5/Café Menu 

 

Mr. Gardiner 

Room 19 

sgardiner@lsps.org 

586-285-8535 

 

Mrs. Spriet 

Room 24 

hspriet@lsps.org 

586-285-8542 

 

Mrs. Szymanski 

Room 18 

lszymanski@lsps.org 

586-285-8534 
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Mrs. Crippen 

Ms. Knoblock 

Room 22 

pcrippen@lsps.org 

586-285-8538 

 

Mrs. Fincham 

Room 21 

lfincham@lsps.org 

586-285-8527 

 

Mrs. Nardoni 

Room 20 

knardoni@lsps.org 

586-285-8536 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fifth Grade News  

      Mrs. Fincham, Mrs. Nardoni, Mrs. Crippen and Ms. Knoblock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Holidays everyone!! Itõs hard to believe that itõs òthat time of the 

yearó again.   

 

In Math, we are wrapping up our number theory unit.  We learned a lot 

about factors, multiples, exponents, and even some simple algebra.  We 

have also worked on finding the mode and mean of a set of data and line 

graphs. We will be moving on to two digit long division next.  Remember to 

keep studying those multiplication facts.   

 

In Language Arts, we are practicing writing fluency and narrative writing 

skills.  We will be focusing on the writing process as well as grammar. We 

are also busy reading and responding to novels.  We are in the process of 

studying spelling words in anticipation of our preliminary 5th Grade Spelling 

Bee which will be held within classrooms the week of December 12th.   

In Science, we are studying Body Systems.  We are exploring the different 

body systems and how they work together.  We are creating models, devel-

oping experiments, and doing research to further our understanding of this 

subject.   

 

In Social Studies, we are focusing on how explorers sought a Northwest Pas-

sage and how many countries were claiming land in the New World.  We are 

also learning about the first English settlements in North America and the 

people that were beginning to settle here.  We will discuss the triumphs and 

troubles as they explored and set up colonies in North America.  

 

We are looking forward to meeting everyone at conferences December 1st 

and December 2nd.   We hope that everyone has a safe and happy holiday.  

Many wonderful wishes for the New Year to come! 
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~M A S O N I C ME L O D I E S~  

Important Dates for the Masonic Melodies: 

Friday, December 2nd ñSt. Clair Shores Tree Lighting 

Monday, December 12thñHoliday Concert 

You can find  

Ms. Wischmeyer at 

Masonic Heights on  

Green, Purple and 

Red days! 

December 2011/January 2012 

SCHED ULE 

Holiday Concert 
Grade 5  
& Masonic Melodies 

Monday,  

December 12th 

Winter Concert 

Grades 2 & 3 

Tuesday, 

March 20th 

Spring Concert 

Grades 1 & 4 

& Masonic Melodies 

Tuesday, 

May 8th 

2011-2012 Concert Dates:  

Ms. Wischmeyer  

MUSIC òNOTESó 

Whatõs ha
ppening i

n the  

music room?  

Å KindergartenñPreparation for holiday performance; 

Singing and playing melodies with two or three 

pitches; AB form 

Å 1st GradeñSinging in tune with two or three 

pitches; Rhythm (quarter notes, quarter rests, two 

eighth notes); Verse/Refrain 

Å 2nd GradeñRecognizing and writing pitches on the 

lines and spaces of the music staff; Singing, playing 

and creating melodies that move by step and repeat 

Å 3rd GradeñRhythm (quarter notes, quarter rests, 

two eighth notes, half notes, whole notes); singing 

harmony with rounds 

Å 4th GradeñSinging harmony with descants; Begin-

ning recorders 

Å 5th GradeñConcert Preparation 

bwischmeyer@lsps.org 

586.285.8543  
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