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T s TGIF - Music

Math Adv. Day

10......... Concert @ HS(Gr 1&3) 7pm

Mo Early Release Dism. 1:54 pm

13 ...t Ice Cream Social/Art & Book Fair

TGIF - Title |

............................................. Spirit Day

........................... PTC Meeting 7pm

............................ TGIF - Office

Early Release Dism. 1:54 pm

30.......... Memorial Day - NO SCHOOL
June

T oo Field Day & Spirit Day

8 Field Day - Rain Day

9....... Awards Assembly gr 3& 4 am

Awards gr.5 pm

10 ........... 5th Grade to Great Skate AM

Half Day of School - Dism.

11:25am

15 e Report Cards Mailed

The Best Schools
In Michigan

Dear Families of Violet Elementary,

I look forward to the last months of this school year as we still have
much to accomplish and many great activities planned. It is always an
exciting time. Thanks to all the students, staff, parents, friends of our
school community and volunteers for all that you do to make Violet a
great place to enjoy learning.

The parents of our 3™ thru 5™ grade students have recently received a
copy of the student MEAP results. I am so proud of our students and
their continued academic success. I want to thank our teachers and our
parents for your support as well. If you have any questions regarding
those reports please call me, your child’s teacher or Tesha Thomas,
Asst. Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction. We will be
happy to walk you through the report or answer any questions.

One of the difficulties with springtime weather is the fact thatit is
harder to stay focused and complete schoolwork. Please encourage
your children to continue to do their personal best. Schoolwork needs
to come before extracurricular activities and especially video
games and TV programs. Many students, who do well all year, begin
to slip at his time of year. Let us continue to work together to keep
our children focused and successful.

Please continue to enhance your child’s progress and continue to:

* Have a set time to do homework each night

* Look over the homework and help them make corrections
when needed

*  Sign the agenda/journal

e COnNntinue to communicate wi
discuss issues or concerns

Thanks to the PTC and all the volunteers who made our Spring Fair/
Auction a roaring success. Special thanks goes to the PTC board
Sharisse Likins, Tina Shaar, Amy Hoffman and Jackie Damer and the
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chairs of the various PTC activities. The Violet PTC and all of you as volunteers do so much for
our school. Your efforts have helped to provide bussing for field trips, assemblies, enhanced
Life skills and Life-long guidelines, encouraged reading through Accelerated Reader, supported
classroom activities and classroom teachers, supported technology, helped to enhance our cafe-
teria and playgrounds and so much more that it is difficult to list them all. Your volunteering
directly benefits our students and supports their learning and we are grateful.

Thanks to the outgoing Board members for so generously donating their time and talents to this
school. Congratulations to the new PTC Board elected at the last PTC meeting; President, Tina
Shaar, Vice-President, Sharise Likins, Secretary, Eric Sheen and Treasurer, Amy Hoffman. We
are looking forward to another great year at Violet. The last PTC meeting will be Thursday,
May 19, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. in the cafeteria.

I would like to personally invite all volunteers who have helped with field trips, classroom ac-
tivities, publishing center, TGIF, PTC events, etc. to a Volunteer Appreciation Reception on
Tuesday, May 24, 2011 from 3:45-5:00 in the Violet cafeteria. Hope to see you there.

As more students are walking, roller blading and riding bikes to and from school please empha-
size safety in walking/riding and dealing with strangers. Please remind them not to roller-
blade or skateboard on school grounds. Please walk bikes on school grounds for the safety of
all. We recommend that only 3" thru 5" grade students ride bikes to school and that you lock
them at the bike rack.

With the arrival of spring and warmer weather, please check the handbook for particulars for
shorts (beyond arm length) and shirts (no halter tops, tank tops, muscle shirts or bare midrifY).
We are asking you to speak to your children about good taste and appropriate dress for
school. If students wear sandals or other open toed shoes, they will need a pair of closed-toed
shoes to go outdoors for recess and P.E. Flipi flops are not allowed and if you choose to wear
CROCS you must wear socks with them. Please check the weather for the day and send your
child in appropriate attire dressed for the weather.

Summertime would be a wonderful time to encourage all of our students to read, write, and
make a practical application with math. Encourage your children to keep a journal of family
trips, family get togethers, neighborhood barbeques, pool parties and all the fun activities dur-
ing the lazy, hazy days of summer. Practice applying math in all activities you do. How about
just reading a great book? One you can enjoy together. All of these activities will help keep
your student’s skills practiced and the loss of skills over the break minimal.

Report cards will be mailed Wednesday, June 15, 2011. Please make sure that any library or
text book fines are paid so that we can mail report cards to you. Please see the calendar in this
newsletter and the website for all upcoming events.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Netschke
Principal
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Music class has been busy these past months. Here are just a
few activities that we have been involved with in class:

Kindergarten students have been singing and playing games like

o0oBean Bag Gamed and 00One Green Jelly Be
Awards have been coming home a little at a time. As each stu-

dent sings a solo in front of the class, they are rewarded with a

special certificate. All students are very excited about this!

First and Third graders have been practicing for the concert on

Tuesday, May 10 ™ at the Lake Shore High School Auditorium at

7pm. We are going to share oOMusic Thr c
for a note to come home at the end of April about the concert.

Second graders _ are learning about the composer Sergei Prokofiev
and his famous work, oPeter and the Wol
instruments families of the orchestra.

Fourth graders  are beginning to learn about sixteenth notes. We
are using songs | i ke oOKookaburrad and
help us learn and have fun.

Fifth grades are working hard on their new recorders. They have
learned the correct hand position and how to blow correctly and
care for the recorder. We have mastered the BAG notes and are
now beginning our new notes, high C and D and low E.




Media Cc 1ter News

Book Fair at the Ice Cream Social

Friday, May 13" 6:30- 8:00

Dondt miss the buy one lggp-t one
pening in the gymnasium during the ice cream social.

This is your chance to restock your home library

for the summer at bargain prices. Teachers may

also have wish lists posted if you would like to help

build their classroom libraries.
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*The last day of student book check out will be Friday, May
20",



April
Physical Education News!

Happy Spring Everyone! Wow, the year is flying! In P.E. class, we are com-
pleting a Tumbling Unit. Within the unit, students have been taught the
three areas of rolling, balancing and transfer of weight. All 1 st_gth
students present their knowledge of this in a creative way for their entire
class. The children really enjoy it! After which, we will work in a kickball/
baseball unit focusing on the rules of baseball/softball and swinging a baseball
bat! Before the end of the year, we will jog the mile once again, and com-

plete a bowling unit. Also, in late May, we will be focusing on field events in
preparation for our fantastic Field Day (which will be on Tuesday, June 7

for everyone & Wednesday, June 8 ™ is rain - out day). More information will
come home about that soon!

grade

th

The Talent Show is on Thursday, April 28 ™ at 6:30 in the Rodgers Gym! It
will be shown to the entire Violet student body on Friday, April 30 h at
1:45pm. Congratulations to all that made it d if you tried out this year and
did not make it 8 keep trying & NEVER GIVE UP! J

Upcoming Dates that Student Council would like to remind you of

Thursday, May 4 ™ Violet Spirit Day

Friday, May 13 ™ Freaky Friday (Dress silly, crazy, and freaky, but
school appropriate)

Wednesday, May 18 ™  Anti - Bully Day (Bully Awareness/Be Kind To Others
Day & wear Violet All Star Shirts please)

Tuesday, June 7 ™ Field Day & Wear Violet Shirts!

Wednesday, June 8 ™ Field Day & Rain Out

Enjoy the weather as it gets warmer. Get outside, exercise and play with
your kids!

Happily Moving -
Lisa Pecoraro



Mrs. Frank, Ms. Morris, and Mrs. Plotzke/Mrs. Sta-
Mrs. Colling-Kindergarten syk/Mr. Welser - 1%

This is a very exciting time of the Grade
year. We are discovering new things
about the weather, seasons, and animals. ~ :

: . |l tds hard to believe w
To complete the year, the children will |
be learning about life cycles, habitats, at the end of the school year. Our
and our environment. All of thisnew  wonderful 1% graders will soon be

information will prepare us for our trip 2" graders! Before the end of

- th
to the Detroit Zoo on May 5™ school, there will still be lots of

We are all really looking forward learning goina on. We need to
to our upcoming field trip to the Zoo! g going on.

The following are some responses from r€ad, read, read, and practice
students when asked, “What do you like math facts!! We hope that over

about the Zoo?” the summer you take the opportu-
nity to visit the city library and

the wonderful activities they host.
“I want to see little, baby pandas.” Keep those minds working all sum-
mer long!!!

“I like to see the Snow Monkeys.”

“I get to see a lot of different kinds of ani-
mals.”

Here are some 1% graders

“I like seeing baby lions and baby tigers.” _ d
thoughts about going to 2 " grade:

“I like monkeys.”

“Mostly see real nice animals and having JoseC. ( Mr s . St asyklds cl &
some fun with my friends.” feel a little nervous about how

“Well, because it has a bunch of Polar Bears, hard the math might be. | am

and Polar Bears make me really happy.” looking forward to being in a new

And lastly, we the teachers look forward _ClaSS and the new stuff | will learn

to seeing all the great big smilesonthe 1 N sci ence. 0
children’s . faces as

they ex- plorethe | gganH. ( Mr. Wel s&rd&s cl
Zoo that day. think 2nd grade is going to be fun,

because we will do more Math. |

hope we can go on 'Poptropica’ be-




cause we couldn't do that in 1st
grade.”

EddieS. ( Mr s.
think | will have a fun time, but |

am a little nervous and anxious be-
cause it 1Is

Mrs. Pavlovich -2" Grade

Thank you Mrs. Rueger -West!!!!

Dear Mrs. RuegerWest,

Thank you for teaching us all those beauti-
ful songs. My favorite song was number
5. Iwore adress. Thanks for all the hard
work you have been doinh for us. thank
you for that!!! | know | was excited and |
know you were really excited! | had a su-
per fun time. Did you have a super fun
time? | bet you did. Thank you for all
your courage, caring and persever-

ance. Thank you a lot. Talk to you soon.
From, Kylie R.

Dear Mrs. RuegerWest,

| had a wonderful time at the concert.
favorite song was, "A Little Green" be-
cause green is a spring color. | liked when
we used the scarves. Thank you for pre-
paring us for the concert. My family really
enjoyed it. My family's favorite song that
we sang was "A Happy Day." the people
who came to my concert were my cousin
brooklynm, my aunt. my grandma and my
mom,dad and baby brother Jacob. | can't
wait until our next concert.

From, Jordan M.

My

Dear Mrs. RuegerWest,

It was a good concert. | like the fourth
grade. They sang really good. 1 liked the
second grade concert. And when we sang

Pl odoZ &neéwatshed hdmairg sn)ade me feel

good. Thank you for the concert.
From, Devin S.

S 0 me t Dear mrgy RuayesWedt,

Thank you for teaching us all the songs for
the concert. |really liked it. My favorite
song was, "Maybe Someday." You were
so excited and it made me excited

too. You had so much courage and the
concert was perfect and | think we did a
good job. | can't wait until next year!
From, Andrew L.

Dear Mrs. RuegerWest,

Hi Mrs. RuegerWest. You are the best
music teacher ever! Thank you for every-
thing that you did for us. You're good at
getting the kids in order and caring, kind,
grateful, awesonme and good at instruct-
ing the kids to sing. You are good at mu-
sic too and you are good at generosity just
like Jordan in the play. You are great at a
lot of stuff and you're awesome at sing-
ing. You have a great, great music class.
Yours Sincerely, Alexis D.

PS You're awesome!




Mrs. DiDonato -Shapiro i 2"
Grade

Spring Break Fun From Room 9

Elaine P. Over spring break | watched a
movie. | watched it with my mom and
dad. It was in 3D so we had to wear 3D
glasses. It was amazing! The name of the
movie was Sunny with a Chance of Meat-
balls. My favorite part was when they had
a meatball tornado. I loved the movie so
much!

Shane D .-On spring bread | lost my
tooth! I lost my tooth in church. | was
very happy when | lost it because it really
bothered me. The tooth fairy gave me a
one dollar bill' I wish | could lose another
tooth.

Grace P -Over spring break | got my ears
pierced. It hurt at first but then it did not.
My mom was so proud of me. It felt like a
stapler. My earrings are so pretty.

Megan T - Over spring break | went to my
Granny's house. Me and my brother went
outside. We went on the trampoline that
was in her backyard. It was fun!

Haley P -Over spring break | collected
snails. Every year me and my mom collect
snails. After the snails die | pull them out
of the shell. For some reason | love snails.
| think snails are cool!

| =

Mrs. Hoehing-3" Grade

We are currently working on quotation
marks. Mrs. Nicholl come in and read
Aliens and Underpants to the kids.

They created their own alien in under-
wear with a conversation bubble. Here
are a few alien quotes:

Danielle Coury- “Wow, I wonder
where they got their underwear?”

Julian Partlow-
“This place 1s full of
underwear!”

Abby Reynolds- “I
just love to steal un-
derwear!”

Samantha Dreisbach-“I very much
love Earth! Not just because they have
underwear, but because everyone has
five toes!”

Ethan Cook- “I am on earth to steel un-
derwear and stinky socks.”

Conner Simmons-“Earth is wonderful
because of all the cool designs on un-
derwear.”

Jayden Debro - “They wear pants and
we wear underwear.”



Mrs. Lagana-3" Grade

Math: We continue working on multi-
plication/division. Please practice facts
0 -12. Students will be graded on facts
1 -10. Fractions are our next focus.
Science: We will be finishing up & re-
viewing our plant unit. Our next focus is
on light and sound.

Reading: Thank you to all of the vol-
unteers that made Mach Mystery Read-
ing a success! Our children switch
classes three days per week for reading
groups in order to focus on more indi-
vidualized needs. Much of our reading
in classfocuses on content area in sci-
ence and social studies.

Writing: Students should continue to
include adjectives (describing words)
their writing. Adjectives always answer
one of these three questions: 1.) Which
one? 2.) What kind? 3.) How much or
how many? We are currently working
on “voice” and creating dialog.

Social Studies- We are taking a closer
look at the Three Branches of Govern-
ment

Mrs. Deckertd" Grade

tion and division as these are skill that
will be used throughout their lives.

In Sciencewe will be learning about
the transfer of energy, with a focus on
electricity, magnets, and heat.

In Social Studieswe will focus on Eco-
nomics and continue to explore the re-
gions of the United States.

Our focus foReadingand Writing will

be poetry.

Mrs. LeCouffe -4" Grade

Throughout the month of March, we read
a variety of fictional works, looking closely
at each author's us of author's craft, voice,
word choice and style. We began to draft
narrative pieces of our own, using what
we learned from well known published
authors to spur us forward in developing
our own unique pieces as 4th grade au-
thors. After much organizing, drafting, and
editing, we are putting the finishing
touches on our pieces, as we make them
ready for publication. We look forward to
sharing our published pieces with our
peers. We will begin our unit on poetry
next week. We will look at various types
of poetry and try our hand at writing sev-

The fourth grade students have begunreral different styles of poems.

0KS GKANR OQYLJEYS){U 2F OUKS UKSYS:
G0KS w2l R ! 3l A YE ® In rmam\secowmegﬂo@ls lIL'IlH Qlfrag-
OSLIi F2NJ GiKAa 02V &)gv ‘{?be%’faes 'P YAE
9FTTFSON & @ L I Kg mgfnaotl r})kedenomj-
ue y a v tors co ann%éth Hal

working with fractions and decimals.
We will continue to review multiplica-

tions, making equivalent fractions, and
writing improper fractions as mixed num-
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bers and mixed numbers as improper frac- Cuyrriculum Updates

tions. We also learned how to identify

fractions on a number line, and utilized the

Harcourt Brace Intervention program on
our computers, to practice our new

skills. We are now heading into our study

of decimals.

4th graders are working hard to be the
best they can be!

5" Grade Happenings

Spring has sprung and the 5 ™ graders are work-
ing hard in all their areas of content! The last
weeks of school will quickly fly by and there is
still so much to be done! Please encourage your
child to stay on task and study at home. Organi-
zation is very important. Lots of important

dates and activities will be coming home over
the next two months. Remember to check your
chil ddés agenda, Friday
bring their binders home weekly so that you can
review with them! Do not forget that grades are
posted on Power School.

Important Dates

5/5/11 5™ graders tour Kennedy Middle School
9:00-11:00 AM

6/9/11 5™ grade Celebration in the afternoon
6/10/11 5" grade Skating Party at Great Skate

5th Grade Video

As you know, the end of 5th grade is quickly ap-
proaching and we still need your help with the
5th grade video. The Hagan family has kindly
volunteered to put together this amazing keep-
sake but we need more pictures. If you have
pictures from Kindergarten through 5th grade
please email them to violet5th-
grade@wowwway.comor send in the pictures on

a cd, on a USB drive, or send in hard copies with

your child. We would greatly appreciate
it. Thank you again for your help and continued
support.

Science

We are wrapping up our exploration of the Solar
System with a test on April 19.  The students

completed and filmed their planet pro-

jects. They worked hard on these projects and

it shows. We cannot wait to view them! If you
would like a copy of your child's group presenta-
tion please send in a USB stick or a blank CD. |

will save it and send it home with your child.

After Easter break, we will begin our unit of
study on Forces and Motion. We will examine
Newton's Three Laws of motion with various
activities. We are also participating Gadget-
works, a virtual learning experience through
COSI (Imagination Station), on May 13,

2011. Throughout this unit the students will ap-
ply their knowledge using toys. They will use
plastic cars, walking crabs and chattering teeth
to measure speed, distance, and examine how

Fdiferentdarces hava an effeet @n the Metigh t o

of these objects. They will take apart these

toys to see how they work. For our final project,
students will build and fly paper airplanes, based
on the information they have learned. As forces
and motion are complex concepts for students

to understand, | will be asking the stu-

dents to bring home their binders every Fri-

day. | am asking that you review the concepts
we are learning in Science with your child and
look for ways to reinforce them in your daily

lives.

This unit of study will be our final unit of study
in 5th grade and the students have been looking
forward to it all year.

Social Studies

The students just completed their unit on the
Revolutionary War. They will soon begin an ex-
citing unit of study on creating a new nation and
Constitution! From here onout 5 ™ graders will
be focusing on government. We will learn about
the different branches of government and how
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our democracy works. It is a great time to view
a city council meeting, read local and national
papers, or simply reflect on their past field trip
to our state capital.

Dondt forget to check
binders for tests and projects. Social Studies is
a great topic for parents and children to dis-
cuss. Genre study folders on historical fiction

wi || be coming home by
forget to check your
Math

5th grade math is rocking! We are quickly wrap-
ping up our unit on fractions. Next week we will
be multiplying and dividing fractions. Please con-
tinue to practice math at home. Ask your child

to bring their binders home for you to review.
Please expect math homework. | know that it is
often hard to set aside a few minutes each day
to review math lessons and complete homework;
however Math requires daily practice and home

t he
¢ h iVioldtMath AdventgreéDay i§ quitkly epproach-

support . It is especially important to practice
these concepts over the summer. | cannot
stress enough how important daily math practice
is to your <chil dos
oif you dond6t wuse it,

We will be studying the following concepts: ra-
tios, percents, probability, geometric figures,
and area/volume. Now is a great time to teach
your children about percentages! Encourage
your child to understand the sale signs and dis-
counts when shopping. Have your student deter-
mine what tip to leave at the restaurant! When
we apply math concepts to everyday life our
math becomes much easier and relevant.

There are many great websites to help your stu-
dent study math. The website below has some

super links to many educational math websites.
Wedve been working
to master our math skills. Please keep up the

good wor k. I f this
puter, just search
gameso. The website sho

http://www.woodlands
maths/fractions/

Your child may mention that they are doing a lot
of math throughout the day. That is because
math is a part of all that we do. The5 ™ grade

- junior.kent.sch.uk/

y oteam has ihtegragdnsath inig allrofdhe coatent

areas. They will be looking at data, creating
graphs, and predicting probability in all of their
classes.

end of April; dondt
ing. It is an awesome day of math games and ac-
tivities. The students work with middle school
students and teachers to challenge their math
knowledge. One of our activities requires M &
M6 s . Donations of

You may send them in any time.

ELA

We are continuing to master writing a 5 para-
graph essay. The students are focusing on de-
scriptive language, punctuation, and grammar.
We will soon be reviewing the concepts of meta-
phors and similes.

s u ¢ ¢ eRgading in thegqntery qreg cogtigyes tg aj s
y oMain m(‘éjzﬁlforﬁ 6“ grade.;This ygar we have

really tried to help children understand how to
use their textbooks and comprehend informa-
tion. We strongly encourage your children to

read every day. In school we are looking at news
articles and interpreting graphs and data. We

are learning about how to identify important
information and summarize the material read.

Many of you asked us for book suggestions for
your child. We are recommending you and your
child check out a new online book program of-
fered by our school called Tumblebooks. We
have already shown your student how to log on.

onl i n'bisan fgellentsite gt has gniing RogKy, ¢

puzzles, and tests to support your child's liter-

.fumblehogks.com or link to it from our Vio-
let website.
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http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/maths/fractions/
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/maths/fractions/
http://www.tumblebooks.com

